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We read lots of books to kids in third grade. 
Picture books, in particular, offer rich 
language, interesting ideas and situations, 
and opportunities for critical thinking.  Third 
graders are working on inference--the ability 
to “read between the lines,” to understand 
texts in more complex and layered ways. 
Last week we read the book, Pete and 
Pickles by Berkeley Breathed.  Students 
easily identified concepts in the book: 
friendship, trust, sharing, anger…  What 
was more difficult for them was identifying 
possible themes/big ideas presented by the 
text.  After some false starts and lots of 
encouragement, they came up with ideas 
like, Even if friends don’t always agree, they 
can still care about each other. And 
Sometimes in life you have to deal with a 
problem, even if you don’t want to.  This 
work led to the collaborative creation of 
book trailers in iMovie...a glimpse at a book 
that shares the big idea without giving away 
the story.  

 
We have also been learning about the ways 
characters shape stories in our Benchmark 
series.  The essential question is: How do 
our actions shape our lives?  We have been 
reading fables and some poetry and 
analyzing the characters in each. 

 
We played some math games last week to 
practice multiplication facts.  Students 
understand the idea that multiplication is 
repeated addition and that it involves equal 
groups.  Now they just need lots of 
exposure and opportunity to use these facts 
in practice!  This a great time to play around 
with multiplication facts with your child.  You 
might start with 2s, 4s, and 5s.  (For 4s, 
remind your child to double the double!) 
We’ll continue our practice in class!  We 
also used graph paper to show our doubles 
as an array.  Each child created their own 
poster showing multiplication doubles up to 
10.  We have a lot of very creative children 
in this room!  Here is a sample: 

  
We finished up learning about the artist Piet 
Mondrian and will be learning about the pop 
artist Robert Indiana.  Ask your child to tell 
you a little bit about this interesting artist.  

 
Stop by sometime and check out our 
Pumpkin Patch Line Art!  Our pumpkins are 
hanging on our door! 

In wisdom gathered over time I have found that every experience is a form of exploration.  
Ansel Adams  
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